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Animi motibus fermo debet.vacare, ne, aut ira.exifiat,.aut cupiditas aliqua, 
aut pigritia, aut ignavia, aut tale aliquid appareat. ' 
Cicero DE Orr. lib. i, cap. xxxviii. 


Converfation Jbould be calm and dy i paffionate, without any tranfports f 
anger or défire, deadnefs or heavinefs, or any fuch vice. : 


THE charaéteriftic by which man is diftinguifhed from the reft of 
the creation is not, properly {peaking, either reafon or the power of 
the fpeech, but the union of thefe. two faculties, fo as for the latter 
to be fubfervient to the former. There are fome animals which 
have the power of uttering articulate founds not unlike the human 
voice, and there are others in which inftin& is fo {trong .that it 
would be hazardous to fay they are excluded from every: glimpfe of 
reafon. — Mankind however who are unwilling to be troubled with 
too many nice diftinétions between wotds, feem to confider conver- 


fation, in general terms, as the faculty of fpeech which every man 


exercifes in commendation, in cenfure, or debate. The Latins, not 


always fatisfied with thefe general terms, have diftinguifhed between 
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talking and {peaking. With them J/oguentia means one thing, and 
eloquentia another, And we find ftill more accurate fubdivifions 
among the Greeks, who proceed fo far in their fubtilty as to sake 
a difference betweep loquacity and gatrulity.* The charatteriftic 
of man then-és reafoning, which is the joint exercife of the mind 
and the tongue. 


Or reafoning there be three forts, by argument, by words, and 
by piftol. Of reafoning by argument little more than the forms 
ftill remain, which are to be met with among the practitioners of 
‘logic in our univerkty fchools, and in-great-plenty {trewed through 
the pages of feifmatic and polemic divines, This mode has been 
happily laid afide upon experience. of it’s inutility. It has been 
occafionally. indeed known to produce conviction, but as conviction 
is feldom or never the parent of reformation, it is no longer fought 
for, being a ne plus ultra, barren and ufelefs. 

’ I can at prefent recolle& only one inftance, wherein any man has 
been known to change his plan of operation. upon being convinced 
by argument that the one he purpofed to adopt was impolitic or im- 
proper. This inftance I have from ancient hiftory. Demetrius, 
who ‘for his great knowledge in the various arts of befieging towns, 
was firnamed Poliorcetes, made an attack upon the ifland of Rhodes. 
In a public building flightly guarded, without the walls of the city, 
was depofited a pi€ture, the work of Protogenes, a celebrated painter. 
Demetrius envying the Rhodians their poffeffion of this, deter- 
mined to deftroy the building and the picture together, but was 
prevented by the following remonftrance from the ambaffadors of 
the befieged — “* What (faid they) is the reafon that you would de- 
ftroy the pifture by burning the building in which it is placed? If 
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you ‘conquer us; the whole town will be your’s, and you will enjoy 
thie pidture with your victory fafe and unhurt. But we pray you, 
confider, whetherit-would not be unworthy of you, becaufe you can- 
not conquer the Rhodians, to wage war with ‘Protogenes ?”” Deme- 
trius (adds my * ftory-teller) defifted from hisintention, relinquifhed 
the city, and :fpared the picture. Would it not have been more 
gallant, :as well as more 'foldier<like and natural in the General, to 
havé interrupted: the ambaffadors? **:Hold ‘your prating, xyou ‘hall 
keep your ‘goods ‘no longer than’ you can defend’ them; if I cannot 
have the picture'in my pofleffion, at fhall be my bufinefs: to:take 
care’ that amy enemies have it ‘net; in: theirs.” — 1 have now: however 
produced one :inftahce in which: reafon chas predominated ; if.every. 
man could do the fame,.it might form the beft-hiftory that iwas 
ever publifhed.: «9 | 1 @? 9moo enw gion p Satstie 

Or reafoning| by words the fafhion has ever been very’ prevalent. 
This ‘is fo univerfally' the cafe in popular. aflemblies, that to ‘him‘is 
willingly refigned the palm of viétory in argument, who: can, by 
a certain-magic -in' his eloquence, anda judicious length of fpeeeh, 
reafon ‘his antagonift :to fleep. ‘Of:the perfeétion to which ‘this 
‘mode’ of reafoning’is happily’ brought, any one may be readily: con- 
vinced whi :will go ‘now and ‘then and be compofed .at' Coach- 
maker’s or Weftminfter. Hall: ‘nor will ‘he find the art; totally un- 
‘known among‘the zealous fentence-makers in St. Stephen's chapel, 
where it fometimes appears to ‘be the religio loci. ‘I was lately 
prefent during a conteft.of words in one of thefe aflemblies, between 
“Verax and Loquax. The former told us a plain tale in fo few 
words’ that we ‘had not time even to doze. ‘Upon being. awakened 
“at'the conclufion of the latter’s {fpeech by the crier of the court, we 
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difcovered that he had the ‘advantage'of his antagonift by twenty 
five minutes four feconds. “The ‘caufe was accordingly decided in 
favour of Loquax, to the great fatisfaction ‘of a crouded court. ' 
REASONING by piftol requires but {mall difcuffion, it being fo 
generally and fo thoroughly underftood.’ But here let me embrace 
an opportunity of benefitting my country by recommending to go- 
vernment a proper object of taxation, which would be productive 
without oppreffion, and greatly encreafe the revenues of the public, 
without exciting their murmurs. ‘The minifter is by this time, no 
doubt, aware that I allude to duelling. My plan is this. Let there 
be a fociety inftituted, without printed hicenfe or authority from 
which, no perfon or perfons fhall: prefume to maintain opinion by 
{word or piftol behind Montague Houfe, in Hyde Park, or elfe- 
where. Upon all thofe who come to the faid club for licenfe and 
authority to try the ftrength of their argument-by’ powder and other 
inftruments, let a tax be levied according to their fe, fituation and 
charaéter in life. Bachelors paying only in half the proportion of 
married men. Should a married man, however, fight for a miftrefs, 
bien in that cafe, I would have confidered as a bachelor, and allowed 
the benefit of celibacy. If any two perfons, the one being a mafter 
of a family, the other a fingle man, apply for a licenfe, the married 
man fhall pay according to the number of his children, in the ratio 
of five pounds per child. ‘To officers in time of peace, the price 
of fuch licence fhall be only half what it is in time of war. To 
the clergy fighting by indulgence and confent of their diocefan, 
which is to be proved by certificate from him, the average price, if 
bachelors, thall be two guineas and one fhilling ; without fuch in- 
dulgence and confent, four pounds fix fhillings. To all game- 
keepers, mayors, burgefles, country *{quires, followers of the merry 
harriers or leaders of the mad fox-chace, ten fhillings and fix-pence. 


To horfe-dealers, horfe-ftealers, attornies ‘and others, fix-and-eight- 
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pence ; faid horfe-dealers, horfe-ftealers, attornies and others, finding 
fecurity for their refpeftive funerals, and depofiting money to buy | 
gloves for their relations in the hands of the Humane Society. All 
members of the faid club fhall be allowed to fight, by virtue of their 
being commiffioners, for nothing. 

AND whereas great inconveniences have arifen by parties, leaving 
this kingdom to fight in other countries, and employing foreign 
operators, to the great detriment of the company of Barber Surgeons * 
at home; be it enaéed, that no perfon fhall be indulged with a 
licenfe to fhoot at a friend without the limits of thefe kingdoms, till 
he hath firft paid double fees to the fociety, and complimented the 
fociety’s furgeon, as if he had extracted a plumbeotts conliftency 
from his thorax. 

Bur jet me return from this digrefflion, into which the vehe- 
mence of my patriotifm has unfortunately betrayed me. The forts 
of reafoning which-¥ have here taken occafion to mention are-in, 
number three, of which each, except the firft, is capable of fo 
many fubdivilions, that it were tedious and waprofitable to purfue 
them. Reafoning by argument is generally fubfervient to the forms 
of logic, from which however fhould it ever take opportunity to 
extricate itfelf, it is Rill under the controul and tyranny of common 
fenfe. Being confined to thefe regular tratnmels, it cannot expatiate 
in the regions of fancy, fiction and fallacy. Reafoning by words, 


on the contrary, gives a {cope to the genius of all thofe Socratics, 





* THs company were firft incorporated in the 2d of Edw. II. anno 1308, by the 
name of the Company of Barbers; and in the 32d of Hen. VIII. they were by act of par- 
jiament conftituted by the name of Barber Surgeons, but the former were not permitted 
to practife furgery. The original hall of this company is now reduced to a mere heap of 
ruins. A beautiful theatre, built by Inigo Jones, in which anatomical lectures were read, 
was fuffered to fall down a few years fince; and the cedar feats, fo remarkable for the 
execution of the carving, were fold to the Jews, to form pencils for the flimfy defigners 
of modern architecture. 
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‘ 
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who devote themfelves to.the. fcience of twifting and twining argu 
‘ments, mifinterpreting their true meaning, or impofing, a falfe ‘one 7 
all thofe’ who controvert; truth by a witticifm, pun or conceit 5 | 
and all thofe who, wwifely confidering’ that to overcome their anta- 
gonift is the point at which they are to,aim, whether it be by. per- 
fevering dulnefs, or forcible argument, meafure out their arguments 
by'the hour, and may be called arguers by ‘‘ Shrewfbury clock.” 

REASONING by. piftol comprehends all thofe, who enter upon 
an argument with the refolution to eftablifh their propofitions 
vi et armis, and to that end call in the aid of the argumentum 
jusjurandi or depofition upon oath;. the argumentum baculinum, or 
the logic of an oaken ftick; the argumentum ad hominem, or Sir, you 
lye, Ge. Ge. Ge. | | 
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